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thing is to be left to the sweet will of the Con*
gress! But, leaving aside the British Government,
the question is whether the minorities themselves
have any faith in the professions of the Congress?
Are they prepared to entrust their fate to the
Congress or to a body dominated by the Congress ?
The answer is obvious.   Apart from sentiments
of self-respect, the facts of the situation do not
favour the presumptions of the Congress.   The
harrowing experiences, which the Muslims and
other minorities have had of Congress rule, do
not induce them to take the Congress at their
word or put any trust in their proposals.   It is
a peculiar logic that the Congress insist on the
recognition of their right of self-determination as
a condition precedent to their co-operation with
the British Government, but when the Muslims
ask for their right of self-determination before
they agree to co-operate with the Congress they
are denounced as reactionaries and enemies of
India's freedom.   It  was said that the British
Government taking or sharing the burden of the
settlement of the cbmmunal issue had made a
settlement [of the question much more difficult
than it should have been.   Indeed, if the British
Government had not insisted on a previous settle-
ment and had yielded all power to the Congress
in the manner they had suggested, the Congress
would have had thek own way all along the